Stroll around South Streatham’s Literary
Locations
Starts at Streatham Common Station SW16 5NT
2 hours 30 minutes | 5.1miles 8.3km | Leisurely
ID: 0.13006 | Developed by: The Streatham Festival & The Streatham Society. |

SW16 has some fascinating literary connections. Discover the homes of famous authors
and the places they visited on this easy stroll around the southern part of Streatham.
(Includes option to shorten the route to 3 miles).
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The Ramblers is Britain’s walking charity. We work to safeguard the footpaths, countryside
and other places where we all go walking. We encourage people to walk for their health
and wellbeing. To become a member visit www.ramblers.org.uk

Starts at
Streatham Common Station SW16 5NT
Ends at
Streatham Common Station SW16 5NT
Getting there
Note there are 2 exits so ensure you exit via the main entrance by platform1
Streatham Common is in zone 3. Direct trains run several times an hour to Victoria (via Balham on the
Northern Line), London Bridge, East Croydon and Milton Keynes Central. Check train times and buses
on https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/
Route instructions
[1] With your back to Streatham Common Station (having come out of the main entrance) turn left out of
the car park and then second right along Lewin Road to spot first number 108 and then number 90.
Joyce Lankester Brisley was an English writer who lived at 108, Lewin Road. She is most noted for writing
and illustrating the Milly-Molly-Mandy series of children’s books, first printed in 1925 by the Christian
Science Monitor. Millicent Margaret Amanda is the main character in each book of short stories about the
little girl in the pink-and-blue striped dress. Brisley studied in Brixton at the Lambeth School of Art
alongside her sisters, who were also illustrators.
The Scottish poet and novelist Robert Williams Buchanan lived at 90 Lewin Road. He enjoyed some
success writing for the stage, collaborating with Charles Gibbon on The Rathboys (1862) and having a
verse-play entitled The Witch-Finder produced at Sadler's Wells two years later. His circle of literary
acquaintances expanded to include G. H. Lewes, George Eliot, Robert Browning, and Charles Dickens,
the last of whom accepted some contributions to All the Year Round. All the Year Round was a weekly
literary magazine founded and owned by Charles Dickens, published between 1859 and 1895. Edited by
Dickens.
From 1876, Buchanan wrote or collaborated on no fewer than forty-seven more plays during the
remaining twenty-seven years of his life - seven in 1890 alone - and published a further twenty-four
novels. His plays include adaptations of his own novels The Shadow of the Sword and God and the Man,
plus a version of Dostoyevsky's Crime and Punishment called The Sixth Commandment (1890). He spent
the last few years of his life in Streatham, where he unfortunately had a paralytic seizure, from which he
never recovered from. He was buried in Southend on Sea in a family grave.
[2] Cross Streatham High Road at the lights on your right to the corner of the Memorial Gardens. If you
look back across the High Road you will see the Red United Reformed Church whose foundation stone
was laid in 1911 by Miss Derry, daughter of Charles Derry co-founder of the Department store Derry and
Toms in Kensington who lived in Streatham Park. He and Frank Bentall (founder of Bentalls in Kingston)
another local resident, provided most of the money for the building. To the right of it is Streatham Ice and
Leisure Centre with the only Olympic size rink in London.
If you look the other way, diagonally across the junction, the second block of shops marks the former site of
the Streatham Academy with links to Byron, and at the far end, Immanuel Church associated with Alfred
Tennyson .
The evocative statue of a soldier standing in a pose of remembrance in the Memorial Garden was designed

by the noted Albert T Toft. Unveiled in 1922 it originally commemorated-the fallen of WWI but in 1959 it was
also dedicated to the Fallen of WWII War. Plaques in the paving honour the three local men who were
awarded the Victoria Cross. There is a useful information board for more details.
With the Gardens on your left walk along the north side of the Common. Turn left along Hopton Road and
left again to look at numbers 4 and 7 Polworth Road before retracing your steps to to the Common.
Streatham Academy occupied 418/420 Streatham High Road, facing Streatham Common. It is claimed
that Lord Byron was an alumnus of the academy, and carved his initials on an outbuilding. The Academy
was demolished in 1925 and replaced by shops and flats. Byron Close in the vicinity of the School is
named in honour of the poet.
Byron was considered one of the leading figures in the Romantic Movement, an era in cultural history
where emphasis was placed upon emotion and the glorification of the past and nature- it was partly a
reaction to the Industrial Revolution, and the aristocratic social and political norms of the Age of the
Enlightenment. Byron was known for his autobiographical poem Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage (1812-18) and
the satiric realism of Don Juan (1819-24).
Rev. Stenton Eardley, vicar of Immanuel Church was a close friend of Alfred Tennyson and often went on
overseas botanical expeditions with him.
There was something in the air of Polworth Road, as two famous names are attached to this street.
The first is Ethel May Dell Savage who was born at "Ferndale", 4 Polworth Road. She was a British writer
known by her pen name, Ethel M. Dell. She wrote over 30 popular romance novels and several short
stories from 1911 to 1939, including The Way of an Eagle and The Keeper of the Door series. Whilst
readers adored her novels, critics hated them with a passion, but she did not care what the critics thought.
She considered herself a good storyteller – nothing more and nothing less.
Secondly, we have Aleister Crowley, who lived with his widowed mother at 7 Polworth Road. Mystic,
novelist, chess player, writer and double agent during WW2, Crowley was dubbed by the press of the day
as 'the most evil man in Britain'. In the 1930s Crowley conducted black magic rituals and orgies at his
'temple' on Fulham Road. He founded the religion of Thelema, identifying himself as a prophet. A prolific
writer, he published widely over the course of his life. His most famous piece of literature is The Book of
the Law, the central sacred text of Thelema, allegedly dictated to Aleister by a preternatural being calling
himself Aiwass.
[3] When you get back to the main road, cross over to the Common at the lights to the left. Ignore the path
straight ahead and take the tarmac path next to the information board up across the Common. Past the
trees, walk up the footpath that branches diagonally left up the hill with some good views. (If you prefer to
stay on the tarmac path, continue to the far side of the Common and turn left up the road past 25
Streatham Common South and 235 Covington Way (see below) to the top by the car park).
At the top of the hill, look for the semi-circular bench with a viewfinder plate in front of it so you can identify
the amazing views to Wimbledon, the Surrey Hills, and even to Wembley Stadium when it's clear. Sunsets
from here are spectacular.
Across the road from the paddling pool, the house of Sir Henry Tate, the sugar magnate and philanthropist
who founded The Tate Gallery used to stand. The house was the original gallery and many of the paintings
first displayed there now hang in Tate Britain and other Tate Galleries.
If you came up the footpath, head down past a café serving refreshments to see 25 Streatham Common

South, former home to Leila Berg and then return back up the hill and walk a short way right down
Covington Way past the tree in the middle of the road to see 235 Covington Way, former home to another
famous author, Josephine Tey.
Leila Berg lived at 25 South Side Streatham Common. She was an English children's author but was also
known as a journalist and a writer on education and children's rights. In the 1960s, Berg began writing in a
more realistic and gritty style for children and with her Nippers series of reading primers, moved away
from the bland style of Janet and John, making children’s literature more comparable to ordinary, real,
urban life. She was an outspoken champion of comprehensive education and was awarded the Elanor
Farjeon Award in 1974 for her services to children’s books.
235 Covington Way belonged to Josephine Tey’s sister. Josephine Tey was a pseudonym used by
Elizabeth Mackintosh; a Scottish author best known for her mystery novels, including The Daughter of
Time, voted the greatest mystery novel of all time by the Crime Writer’s Association in 1990, and A
Shilling for Candles, which provided the basis for Hitchcock’s 1937 film, Young and Innocent. She also
wrote as Gordon Daviot, under which name she wrote plays, many with biblical or historical themes.
Tey lived with her sister for the last few years of her life, moving from Inverness, her birthplace. Many of
her theatre friends, including Dame Edith Evans (a founder of the Streatham Shakespearean Players) and
Sir John Gielgud, attended her funeral service at Streatham Vale Crematorium on Monday, 18th February
1952.
At this point you have the choice of a shorter walk of only 3 miles, but you would miss out on some fabulous
views and the house where Kingsley Amis lived. To follow the longer main route, return to the café. To cut
the walk short, continue down Covington Way. Look for the entrance to the award winning Rookery
Gardens on your left and have a look inside before continuing and turning right along Cedarville Gardens.
Walk to the end and head left. When the road curves it becomes Strathbrook Road. Pass number 17,
home to Beryl Kingston for many years (see point [6] for more information) on your way to Fontaine Road
where you turn right and rejoin the main route at point [7].
[4] Between the café, and the carpark, go through the large gates on your right into the Rookery Gardens.
A local favourite, awarded a London in Bloom Award 2020, the gardens were part of the grounds of The
Rookery, a house owned by tobacco merchant, James Hill, and later Sir Kingsmill James Key, a famous
cricketer. Walk down the long flight of stone steps to a second grass area and view the magnificent Cedar
of Lebanon tree which has stood proudly in the area for hundreds of years. Walk past into the beautiful
formal gardens with a wisteria walk, a sundial and the site of the 1659 mineral well and then and then make
your way up to the exit at the top of the gardens and turn right. (Note: If you prefer to avoid the steps, go
back out of the gates and continue up to take the path just before the car park (signed Capital Ring) which
takes you to the top entrance to the gardens).
[5] Follow the path past the Inkspot Brewery, an old lodge and a bowling green. to see the impressive
“Norwood Grove” ahead, also known as the White House by locals, home of P&O co-founder Arthur
Anderson, and later, George Nettlefold, screw manufacturer latter of GKN. Enjoy magnificent views over
Croydon and the North Downs, picking out the Ikea twin towers and the white buildings of St Helier’s
Hospital. Just past Norwood Grove you can cut down across the park to the bottom left corner or continue
along to the end of the park and then turn right down Gibson's Hill (where Jan Francis, who played Penny in
the 1980s romantic TV comedy ‘Just Good Friends’, grew up) to Covington Way.
Go left along Covington Way. Where it forks right into Bigginwood Road you can see Covington Way forks
left but is blocked by a wood, Biggin Wood. Covington Way continues on the other side of the wood but

developers were stopped from joining the two halves by a condition on the sale of the wood to the council
that it remains as a bird sanctuary and open space. This is a small part of a larger estate which included
Bigginwood House former home to James Epps, producer of the celebrated ‘Epp’s Homeopathic Cocoa’
and Springfield where Dickens was a frequent visitor.
Continue along Bigginwood Road and turn right along St Oswald’s Road. When this ends at Green Lane
(an ancient track way dating back over 2,000 years), go left and then right along Kensington Avenue. When
you come to a small green on the left, walk left to reach Norbury Avenue at the bottom. A short way along
here, turn left down an alley to see the plaque on 18 Buckingham Gardens.
Sir Kingsley William Amis lived at 18 Buckingham Gardens (see plaque which should say lived not born!).
He was an English novelist, poet, critic, and teacher. Originally born in Clapham, Amis was raised in
Norbury before moving out of the city to Berkhamsted. He was awarded a scholarship to Oxford
University, where he studied English. Across his literary career, Amis wrote more than 20 novels, six
volumes of poetry, a memoir, various short stories, radio and television scripts, along with works of social
and literary criticism. He was best known for his satirical comedies, such as One Fat Englishman (1963),
Jake’s Thing (1978) and The Old Devils (1986). In 2008, The Times ranked him ninth on a list of 50
greatest British writers since 1945.
[6] Walk back down the alley and retrace your steps to the green. On Victorian maps, the green shows as
a pond next to the isolated Norbury Manor Farm surrounded only by fields until the area was developed in
the 1920s. Go to the right of the green then walk along the footpath straight ahead signed 'Harefield Road'
into Norbury Park.
Walk past the attractive allotments along Norbury Brook. The brook bends left to join the River Graveney
near the Hermitage Bridge on the London Road which marks the northern border between Norbury and
Streatham and then flows into the Wandle. There has been a bridge there since the 1500s and in the
1800s you had to pay a toll to use it. The Hermitage was a large house that backed onto Hermitage Sports
Ground (now Norbury Park) but was destroyed by fire in 1897. The bare-knuckle English boxing champion
Tom King lived there before moving to the "Cedars" in Streatham Hill. A later resident, in the early 1890's,
was the Music Hall star Jenny Hill, notorious for the parties she held there.
Continue past the BMX track and go left along Heatherset Gardens. Then walk right, left and right again to
reach Strathbrook Road, home to Beryl Kingston for many years. When the Titanic sank in April 1912,
there were two people from Streatham on board. The only one to survive, Laura Francatelli, travelling with
her employer Sir Cosmo Duff-Gordon and his wife, lived in Strathbrook Road.
Walk up to Fontaine Road and go left along Fontaine Road.
Strathbrook Road was home to Beryl Kingston, a prolific bestselling author. Beryl was born in Longley
Road Tooting but lived at 17 Strathbrook Road (near the top) from 1956 to 1980. She was Secretary of
Streatham CND for 10 years and she taught English at Rosa Bassett School in Streatham from 1952 to
1985, before becoming a full-time writer.
Her first book was published in 1985 and was an instant bestseller. From then on she wrote a best seller
every year for the next 14 years. Some of her novels are family sagas like Hearts and Farthings and its
sequel, Kisses and Ha’pennies. Some are modern stories like Laura’s Way and Maggie’s Boy, some are
historical novels set in the 20th, 19th, or 18th century, and some are war stories like A Time to Love and
Avalanche of Daisies‘ which feature WW1 and WW2. She was awarded the Blake Society Tithe Grant
Award in 2014, for the aphorism ‘Incorruptible plastic proves the value of decay’.
[7] Walk along Fontaine Road then left along Heybridge Avenue and straight across Streatham High Road
along Guildersfield Road past St Andrew’s Church Hall.

On the right at the junction of Guildersfield Road once stood “Streatham Lodge” the home of William
Couthurst who is buried at St Leonard’s and was a senior partner of Coutts Bank and one of the
wealthiest men in Streatham at the time.
St Andrew’s Church which once stood in Guildersfield Road (now Graveney Villas) was where, in 1904,
Ernest Shepard, the artist whose drawings immortalised Winnie the Pooh, was married to his first wife,
Florence Eleanor Chaplin. Shepard was born in St John's Wood, London, in 1879. Having a natural flair
for drawing he attended Hatherley’s School of Fine Art in Chelsea for a year after which he won a
scholarship to the Royal Academy Schools where he met Florence.
Having contributed to Punch Magazine throughout the war, Shepard was recommended to A.A. Milne in
1923 by another Punch staffer, E.V. Lucas. At first, Milne didn’t think Shepard’s style was what he wanted,
but after seeing Shepard’s work on his book of poems, When we Were Very Young, asked him to
illustrate Winnie the Pooh. In 1931 Shepard also illustrated Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows,
and his drawings are considered the most popular depictions of Mole, Toad, Rat and Badger.
[8] Turn right at the end along Ellison Road to return to the station.
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